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THE GREATEST DANGER
An article of the same title by Joanna Macy
summarized by Mary Schoenecker, ASC

How do we live with the fact that we are destroying
our world? What do we make of the loss of glaciers,
the melting Arctic, island nations swamped by the
sea, widening deserts, and drying farmlands?

Of all the dangers that we face, from climate chaos to
permanent war, none is so great as the deadening of
our response to what is happening.

The Zen poet Thich Nhat Hanh was asked, “What do
we most need to save our world?” His answer was:
“What we most need to do is to hear within us the
sounds of the Earth crying.”

Falling apart over this is not really bad. In fact,
anxieties and doubts can be healthy and creative, per-
mitting new and original approaches to reality. What
disintegrates in these periods is not the self, but its
defenses and assumptions. With those defenses gone
we can be free and open to new perceptions and data.

When corporate-controlled media keep the public in
the dark, and power holders manipulate events to
create a climate of fear and obedience, truth-telling is
like oxygen, enlivening and returning us to health
and vigor.

In letting go of old defenses, we find truer commu-
nity. In community we learn to trust our inner re-
sponses to our world, and find our power.

We are not alone! We are part of a vast global
movement: the epochal transition from Empire to
Earth community. It is the Great Turning, and the
overwhelm we feel is a part of our waking up to this
collective adventure, filled with risk and uncertainty.

Climate change calls us to recognize our own mortal-
ity as a species. With the gift of uncertainty, we can

Newsletter, Spring 2008

grow up and accept the rights and responsibility of
planetary adulthood. Then we can know fully that
we belong to the web of life, and we can serve it and
let its power flow through us.

Uncertainty, when accepted, sheds a bright light on
the power of intention. Intention is what you can
count on: not the outcome, but the motivation you
bring and the vision you hold. Our intention and re-
solve can save us from getting lost in grief.

In a recent visit to Kentucky Joanna Macy learned
how coal companies use dynamite to pulverize eve-
rything above the underground seams of coal. Push-
ing away the “overburden” of woodland and topsoil,
the bulldozers fill the valleys. But activists there are
held steady by sheer intention. They persist in the
vision that Appalachia can be saved, and that future
generations may again know slopes of sweet gum,
sassafras, magnolia, the stirrings of bobcat and coon,
and the music of fiddle and fresh flowing streams.
They know, as we can know, that we are living
parts of the living body of Earth.

When we open our eyes to what is happening, even
when our hearts are breaking, we discover our true
size. Our heart, when it breaks open, can hold the
whole universe. Speaking the truth of our anguish
for the world breaks down the walls and leads to
deep solidarity.

“When we stop distracting ourselves by trying to fig-
ure the chances of success or failure, our minds and
hearts are liberated into the present moment. This
moment then becomes alive, charged with possibili-
ties, as we realize how lucky we are to be alive now,
to take part in this planetary adventure.”
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If you have an email address and still have not
given it to GPEI, please let us know right away so
we can add you to our electronic mail list .



U.S. MOVING TOWARD BAN ON NEW COAL
-FIRED POWER PLANTS

Summarized by Mary Schoenecker, ASC

& Rita Schwarz

From Earth Policy News

Lester R. Brown in early 2007 listed 151 coal-fired
power plants as in the planning stages, and talked
about a resurgence in coal-fired electricity. But dur-
ing 2007, 59 plants were dropped and 50 more were
being contested in the courts.

In the public arena, what began as a few ripples at
the local level regarding coal-fired plants continues
in response to a national concern about environ-
mental justice. Florida’s Public Service Commission
refused to license a huge $5.7 billion, 1,960 mega-
watt coal plant because it could not be proven
cheaper than other energy sources. At the same time
four other coal-fired plant proposals were withdrawn.

Florida’s governor Charlie Crist is keenly aware of
Florida’s vulnerability to rising seas, and therefore
opposes the coal-fired plants. Instead he has an-
nounced that the state plans to build the world’s larg-
est solar-thermal power plant.

Among the reasons for opposing coal-fired plants is
the number of health concerns about mercury emis-
sions and the 26,000 U.S. deaths per year from
power plant air pollution. Earlier suggestions about
carbon sequestration as a solution have been aban-
doned because of cost.

Some refusals for permission come because of the
proponents not having examined alternative methods
of increasing the efficiency of electricity use. For
example, insulating buildings reduces energy use for
cooling and heating. Use of more efficient light
bulbs would save enough electricity to close 80 U.S.
power plants.

In late 2006 the attorneys general of California, Wis-
consin, New York and several other northeastern
states wrote to Kansas officials urging them to deny
permits for two new coal power plants of 700 mega-
watts each.

Wall Street is also turning its back on the coal indus-
try. Several major investment banks have down-
graded coal company stocks. In recent months others
have announced that future lending for coal-fired

power would be contingent on the utilities demon-
stating that plants would be viable with the higher
cost associated with future federal restrictions on car-
bon restrictions.

Coal took a heavy political hit in August 2007 when
U.S. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid announced
that he was against building coal-fired power plants
anywhere in the world. Political leaders are begin-
ning to see what climate scientists have known for
years, namely, that it does not make sense to build
coal-fired power plants when they will need to be
bulldozed in a few years. Representative Harry
Waxman of California has announced his intention to
“introduce legislation that establishes a moratorium
on the approval of new coal-fired plants under the
Clean Air Act until EPA finalizes regulations to ad-
dress greenhouse gas emissions.” If a national mora-
torium is passed by Congress, it will mark the begin-
ning of the end for coal-fired power in the United
States.

In his book, Plan B 3.0: Mobilizing to Save Civiliza-
tion, Lester R. Brown proposes cutting carbon emis-
sions 80 percent by 2020. The first step is to stop
building any new coal-fired power plants.

If the United States puts a moratorium on building
new coal-fired power plants, it would join the ranks
of Denmark and New Zealand who have already
done so. The development of renewable sources of
energy, such as wind, solar, and geothermal, will
raise energy efficiency and have a positive influence
on our environment.

For more information refer to Lester Brown’s book
Plan B 3.0 or the web at WWW earthpolicy.org

“You ask what you can do? Easy—Ileave your mind
and your constant thoughts and return to your heart.
Inside your heart is a tiny place where all knowledge
and wisdom resides. Whatever you need on all levels
of your existence is there for you.”

—Drunvalo Melchizedek



GPEI UPCOMING EVENTS:

SPRING EQUINOX CELEBRATION:

Friday, March 21st- 12:00 to 1:30 pm

Riverside Park - Solstice Stones

This celebration is in accordance with the Interna-
tional Indigenous University. They envision this day
when 8,000 Sacred Drums join together as the begin-
ning of the healing of Mother Earth, of all species
and the human family in order to be able to live to-
gether on the road to Sacred Peace. It is time to
unify ourselves and rediscover all the seeds of the
Four Directions in order to reactivate cosmic energy,
heal historical wounds and heal Mother Earth by re-
specting life, liberty and the dignity of our Peoples.
Bring your drums, rattles, flutes, a friend, a lawn
chair and yourself and join in our circle of healing.

All are invited to attend.

2012: THE ODYSSEY:

Wednesday - April 16,2008 - 7:30 pm
Grandma’s Group @ Grandma’s Farm
6901 N Tyler Rd - (316) 721-9964
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TUNE IN TO THE SPIRAL OF TIME ~
A MAYAN CALENDAR WORKSHOP:

Saturday - April 26,2008 - 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Inter-Faith Ministries C.A.F.E. Gallery,

829 N Market, Wichita

Cost: $ 10.00 for materials

*Continue the process of stepping “out of the box” of
time and into the spiral of NOW

*Discover who your Mayan Kins and Guides are &
how to utilize them in your life. If you attended a
previous workshop—go deeper into who you really
are. Find a deeper resonance with all that is.
*Explore the mystery of Mayan Timekeeping and get
an update on what science is bringing to us.

*An added feature will be musical chimes that will
resonant with your Overtone, helping you open to
your Inner Being!

*#*Call or email to reserve your space.***

THE INTENDERS CIRCLE:

Monday Intenders Circle at 12:00 pm

Inter-Faith Ministries Bldg, 829 N. Market

(please come to south (Murdock) door & ring the white
doorbell

A delightful time to offer GRATITUDE for who you
are today and the various aspects and happenings in
your life, and INTEND, in a special way, what is
needed in your life to reach your highest potential.

EARTH SPIRIT KANSAS:

The Opportunity Project -

(TOP) Early Childhood Center

(K-15 & 47th St S)

Friday, March 28 - 3:00 to 5:30 pm

The earth renewal project of this year for Earth Spirit
Kansas will be helping the center plant three shade
trees in the south part of their property. These trees
will provide shade to the garden the students are
planting this year. Autumn Maple is the kind that
was chosen by the TOP committee. The work of
TOP, is funded by Barry Downing, and is based on
the Italian Reggio Amelia System, an 'open window'
approach to learning.

*Visit us at the First UU Church Earth Day Fair
celebration on April 19*
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SUGGESTED WAYS TO ASSIST
GRANDMA'’S FARM:

Cindy Seibler

Do you have lawn or patio furniture that you no
longer need? Consider donating it to Grandma’s
Farm. We are expanding our outdoor events this
year and are in need of tables, chairs, benches and
gliders to be used around the campfires.

If you would like to support Grandma’s Farm, but
have no furniture, a cash donation would also be
greatly appreciated.

Thank you for all of the support and donations we
have received.



THE LONGEST WALK 2

ALL LIFE IS SACRED ® $2VE MMOTHER. EXRIH

LONGEST WALK 2 — A SPIRITUAL WALK FOR SURVIVAL FROM ALCATRAZ TO D.C.
With stops in Greensburg, Wichita & Newton

SAN FRANCISCO, CA -- On February 11, 2008, Longest Walk 2 participants will embark on a five- month
journey across America to Washington, D.C. arriving on July 11, 2008. In commemoration of the 30th anni-
versary of the historic Longest Walk of 1978 that resulted in historic changes for Native America, hundreds of
communities are participating in the Longest Walk of 2008 to raise awareness about issues impacting our
world environment, to protect Sacred Sites and to clean up Mother Earth.

The original Longest Walk of 1978 was conducted in response to proposed legislation in Congress that would

have abrogated Native Treaties that protected our Native American sovereignty. It defeated those 11 bills and

in the following month, the American Indian Religious Freedom Act (AIRFA) of 1978 was passed. As a result

of The 1978 Longest Walk, Indigenous people were granted the federal legislative right to freedom of religion,
a fundamental right guaranteed to all Americans under the U.S. Constitution.

"In 1978, our communities faced many hardships such as non-existing religious rights and criminalization of
our people who fought for cultural survival, this is why the Longest Walk was necessary. As Indigenous Peo-
ples in the United States, our environment and our cultural survival are directly correlated and are still imper-
iled today, this is why we must walk once again" states Jimbo Simmons of the International Indian Treaty
Council.

The Longest Walk 2 is an extraordinary grassroots effort on a national level to bring attention to the environ-
mental disharmony of Mother Earth. The Longest Walk 2 intends to create educational awareness about the
health and wellbeing of Our Mother Earth, The health and wellbeing of our people and communities and the
protection and preservation of Sacred Sites. The message from the Longest Walk of 1978 will be carried and
continued: "The Longest Walk is an Indian spiritual walk, a historical walk; and it is a walk for educational
awareness to the American and the world communities about the concerns of American Indian people." Ameri-
can Indian Movement Co-founder Dennis J. Banks states "From Alcatraz Island to Washington, D.C., through
the elements of the seasons, we shall walk; nothing shall deter us from completing our mission: All Life is Sa-
cred, Protect Mother Earth."

Longest Walk 2 is part of many communities ongoing commitment to protect sacred sites, cultural preserva-
tion, and to create awareness about the environment. We are walking to promote positive change in our world.
The Longest Walk 2 invites veteran walkers that participated in the 1978 Longest Walk and reach out the new

generations of the future to join us.

The Longest Walk 2 will take two routes. The Northern route will travel the original route of 1978 across 11
states and 3,600 miles. The Southern route will follow the 2006 Sacred Run route across 13 states and 4,400
miles. Both routes will visit Sacred Sites across the Nation and promote educational awareness for Sacred Sites
protection and preservation. The Southern route will be launching The Clean Up Mother Earth Campaign
where Longest Walk participants will work together to clean up our country's highways and roads by collect-
ing debris found along the Longest Walk route.

For more information please visit: www.longestwalk.org

If you would like to join the walk anywhere in Kansas in April,
please visit the Walker’s Resources page on their website above.



EARTH DAY CELEBRATIONS:

“There are things man has control over, and there are
things man does not have control over. No matter
how smart we get, whether it be in technology or sci-
ence, there are things we will never control. The
Great Spirit carefully protected and hid the control
over certain things in the Unseen World. There are
forces in the Unseen World that make sure humans
don’t mess things up. The bottom line is, no matter
what we do, nature will have the last say. Nature is
the teacher, we are the students. May we honor and
respect our teacher. Great Spirit, today, help me to
live in harmony with people, principles and life.”

-- Tom Porter, Mohawk

EARTH WALK:

Saturday, April 19th - 8:00 to 10:00 am
Great Plains Nature Center, 6232 E 29th St N
(29th St N & Woodlawn)

Join us for our 1st Annual Earth Walk
Start out your day of celebrating Mother Earth with a
peaceful, connected and educational walk through
one of our city’s most natural parks. Great Plains
Earth Institute will be sponsoring an Earth Walk
in coordination with Great Plains Nature Center
(GPNC). The walk will begin with registration in
the parking lot of GPNC and on through parts of
Chisholm Creek Park. The park is one of the larg-
est parks in Wichita. It has habitats that are repre-
sentative of most of the major habitat types in the
Great Plains. In its 282 acres are 2 1/2 miles of
paved trails which cross native and restored prairies,
wetlands, ponds and woodlands. All these trails are
handicapped accessible. The park is managed to
maintain the diversity and quality of the habitat. You
can choose the length and the pace of the walk.
Bring your walk to a close in the Nature Center and
enjoy all the beautiful displays. We are just asking
you to give of your time and energy in honor of
something that is so precious to each of us. During
this month of April when Earth Day is celebrated
and Spring is in its magnificence, it is a wonderful
opportunity to be mindful of how much we love and
appreciate all Mother Earth has given us over the
past millions of years. It’s easy to get sponsors
(encourage them to walk). The contributions can be

of any size and will help support the loving work of
both GPEI and GPNC. (please see last page for
map and routes)

See You At The Park!
EARTH FAIR:
Saturday, April 19th - 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

First Unitarian Universalist Church,
7202 E 21st St N_(between Woodlawn & Rock Rd)

Join GPEI and other non-profit environmental
groups for earth-friendly entertainment, food, infor-
mation and more! Taste delectable, earth-friendly
treats prepared by Mitchell Catering. Tour the new
green-designed and green-built church. Visit booths
and hear speakers from environmental groups.

See You At The Fair!

NATIVE AMERICAN
STORYTELLING & DRUMMING:

Saturday, April 19th - 7:00 pm
Grandma’s Farm, 6901 N Tyler Rd, Maize
(316) 721— 9964

Cost: $10.00

Join GPEI at Grandma’s Farm while we sit under the
stars, around the campfire and listen to Native
American Stories with drumming. Bring your
drums, rattles, flutes, lawn chairs, a friend (or two)
and yourselves and help us end our day of celebrat-
ing Mother Earth. If it rains we will be indoors
around the wood burning stove.

See You At The Farm!
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SUPPORT THE LONGEST WALK:

e Volunteer to organize a welcoming (Greensburg
to Wichita to Newton).

e Donate: socks, shoes, warm coats, rain jackets,
tents, sleeping bags, etc... Access to food banks.

e Donate use of a vehicle for the whole walk, or
just portions of it.

e Provide housing, showers and food.

e Donate money, gas cards and gift certificates.

www.longestwalk.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

AUl ti mately, nature will do the teachingo

O Tom Porter, Mohawk

Great Plains Earth Institute was founded to be a resource for Kansas citizens who wish to “Work Together to Care for Earth”.

I’d like to become a member of Great Plains Earth Institute
Membership includes a one-year subscription to Grassroots

Name:
Address:
City: State Zip
Phone: Day () Evening () Cell( )
Email:
Membership: _ $25 Grassroots Supporter  $ 500 Composter
_ $50 Sower ____$1,000 Sustainer
____ $100 Gardener _$5,000 Earth Angel
_ $250 Melcher _ Other

I’m already a member — Here’s an additional gift of: $



